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SEXUAL ASSAULT RESOURCE CENTRE 

418. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to providing support and assistance for those who have 
experienced sexual assault. Can the minister update the house on how the McGowan Labor government is investing 
in counselling and outreach services that support those who have experienced abuse? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I would like to thank the member for the question. It is an important one. One of the election commitments we 
made was to expand sexual assault counselling and outreach services in Perth’s northern suburbs, so, with the 
Minister for Women’s Interests and with the advocacy of the member for Joondalup, I am very pleased to announce 
an $800 000 expansion of the Sexual Assault Resource Centre. The Sexual Assault Resource Centre is a free and 
confidential service that provides specialist therapeutic counselling for seven outreach clinics for those affected 
by sexual assault, including rape or abuse. It provides a 24-hour emergency sexual assault—rape crisis—service 
in metropolitan Perth, and this involves medical care, forensic examination and counselling support for people 
who have been sexually assaulted or raped. This is an important election commitment, providing a boost over four 
years for additional counselling and clinical psychology services. We know that this particular service has been 
under increasing demand over recent years. There was a 22 per cent increase in its services in 2016–17 alone. This 
is very important funding that will help reduce the waiting time for women who are seeking the services of the 
Sexual Assault Resource Centre. 

Violence against women is a scourge in our society and it occurs all too frequently. Women have the right to go 
about their lives without fear of assault, rape or murder. It is not up to women to be safer and more cautious; it is 
up to us to ensure that they are safe. It is not up to women to learn how not to be raped; it is up to men to learn not 
to rape. I am very proud to announce this funding, which was undertaken by the Department of Health and, as 
I said, with the guidance of the Minister for Women’s Interests. Nationally, over one million Australians have 
experienced sexual assault in their lifetime, which translates to one in six women. Seeking help after abuse is 
crucial to recovery. Delivering on this election commitment will enable some of our most vulnerable community 
members to receive vital support services when they need them. I am very proud to be part of the McGowan Labor 
government that boosts funding for this very important service. 
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